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Melville {ramways just before the outbreak
of war, There was a delay of some con-
siderable time owing to the inability to seeure
rails for the work. Eventually the rails
were obtained from the Government and
the work was completed. Since then, as we
are all aware, a large number of residents
have gone to the Front, and ihe Melville
Roads Board are not enforcing the payment
of rates so far as those persens are con-
cerned. The tramway, of course, is not
paying at the present time, principally on
aecount of the war and the fact that Point
Walter is not being used as a pleasure re-
sort to the same extent as was the case
formerly. The Melville authorities, before
approaching the House to ask for the post-
ponement of the payment of the sinking
fund, thought it advisable to interview the
society which advanced to the board the
money on debentores. The society sent an
ingpector to the distriet, and they were satis-
fied on that inspector’s report to permit the
payment of the sinking fund to stand over.
I will read a copy of the letter which was
sent by the society in question to the board.
It reads—

The Australasian T. & G. Mutual Life
Assurance Society, Ltd., Melbourne, 1Sth
May, 1917. The Secretary, Melville Road
Board, Bicton. Dear Sir,—Re debentures
No. 1/130 for the sum of £13,000. Your
letter of the 8th inst. was laid before my
Board of Directors to-day, and 1 have to
inform you that the society is prepared
to fall in with your request and waive the
provision of a sinking fund in connection
with the above loan for a further term of
five years. Yours faithfvlly. Sigaed, J.
MeKenzie Henry, General Manager.

T think, therefore, that we are justified in
asking the House to pass the Bill.
Question put and Dassed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee.

Bill passed through Committee withont
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 5.43 pm.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY REVENUE
AND EXPENDITURE.

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Colonial
Secretarv: Whether he can supply the
House with the following details relating to
the revenue and expenditure of the Railways
for the year ending 30th June, 1916, viz.:—
1, The revenue and expenditure for “passen-
wer and coaching” traflice—{a) on the met-
ropolitan-subnrban area; (b) on traffic
from the last-mentioned area to the coun-
try; (¢) on traffic from the ecountry to
stations and sidings wherever situated? 2,
The same particulars as regards the “goods
and hve stock” and “miscellaneons” traffic?

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY replied:
To obtain the information asked for would
necessitate the employment of three extra
clerks for one month, at a cost of between
£40 and £50. If the hon. member still de-
sires the information, will he move for a
return?

QUESTION—KIMBERLEY CATTLE,
GOVERNMENT PURCHASE,

Hon. J. A. GREIG (for Hon. H.
Carson) asked the Colonial Secretary:
i, Is it a fact that a Mr. Fleming
passes the ecattle bought by the Govern-
ment from Emanuel Bros. on behalf of that
firm, and his son passes them on behalf of
the Government at the port of shipment; if
not, who does this work? 2, Is it a fact that
a Mr. Watson averages these caitle ai Fre-
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mantle on hehalf of Emanuel Bros., and the
engineer. in charge of the Abattoirs aver-
ages on behalf of the Government; if not,
who does the work? 3, What number of
cattle contracted for havé heen delivered?
4, What has been the profit or loss s¢ far on
the number supplied to date?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Mr. Fleming, sen., who has had 30 years'
experience in this business, and is acknow-
ledged to be one of the best judges in the
State, passes the cattle bought by the Gov-
ernment from limanuel Bros. So far as we
know, Mr. Fleming, sen., is not in any way
connerfe]l with, Messrs. Emanuel Bros. A
Fleming, jun., has nothing whatever to do
with the Government. 2, Mr. Watson aver-
ages the ecattle at Fremantle on bhehalf of
Emanuel Bros. Mr, Golding, who is man-
ager of, the ubattoirs, at Fremantle, aver-
ages the whole of the cattle purchased hy
the Government. There is no engineer-in-
charge of the abattoirs, 3, Emanuel Bros,
ander the terms of their eontract, have de-
livered 5,849 cattle. 4, The loss to date is
L£217.

PAPERS—WALLISTON AND PIESSE'S
GULLY RESERVES.

On motion by Hon. A. SANDERSON
ordered : That there be laid on the Table of
the House (a) file 1319/04 containing cor-
respondence between the Lands and Rail-
ways Departments re Railway Reserve No.
7278 at Walliston, and any further papers
relating thereto, and (b) the file and corre-
spondence between the Lands and Water
Supply Departments re Piesse’s Gully Re-
serve.

The Colonial Seeretary laid the papers
on the Table.

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT.

The PRESIDENT: T have received the
report of the Auditor General for the vear
ended 30th June, 1917.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Health
Act, 1911-15, Amendment of By-laws—
(a) Maylands, (b) South Perth, (c)
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Bridgetuwn, (d) Westonia, (e) Gos-
nelts, (f) Osborne Park, (g) Midland
Junetion, (h} Belmont Park, . 2, By-law

for the declaration of anthrax as an in-
fectious disease. + 3, .Probibition under the
Pearling Act, 1912. 4, .(a) File 1819/04
containing correspondence  between. the
Lands and Railways Departments »e rail-
way reserve No. 7275 -atf Walliston, and
papers relating therveto; (b) the file and
correspondence between the Lands and
Water Supply Departments re Piesse’s.
Gully veserve. (Ordered on motion by Hon.
A. Sanderson.)

TADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth day—Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the 26th July.

Horn. H. MILLINGTON (North-East)
[437): In speaking upon the Address-in-
reply I may say that, up to date, taking
notice of the statements made by the Gov-
ernment, [ ‘have searched in vain for the
poliey. of the present Adwministration, The
only thing I can see is that diselosed by their
statement that the Ministry is composed of
the men, the people, we have to look to.
Therefore, instend of a policy, we find that
we have in this instance to depend on men.
We have to give them a blank cheque and
trust to them to earry out what they con-
sider is in the best interests of the people.
I do not know how mueh we have to expect
from this eonglomeration of diseordant ele-
ments which now form the present Ministry,
but we will have to take them as we find
them. To get an idea of what they do pro-
pose to do, and to see their excuse for form-
ing this Ministry, we find that their window
dressing consists of—especially after know-
ing the ease they put up on the Eastern:
Goldfields—a Premiter with whom, they say,
no fault can be found, and of whom they
say it iz palpable he has no past to which
any exception can be taken. They are, there-
fore. quite confident that the present Minis-
try is going to he popular and will meet
with the approval of the whele of the elect-
ors of the State. There are other members
of the Ministry who also have gualifications
which commend them to the Nationalists.
We koow that the representative in this
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Chambher, the Colonial Secretary, is a man
who has a peculiar aptitude for presenting
the Liberal cause, and I have no doubt that
the National programme will also be equally
well presented by him. The present Attor-
ney (ieneral, who was Attorney General in
the late Administraiion, also understands
campaigning very well. We remember some
time awo, in his campaign for the Canning
election that he made a name for himself by
promising all things imaginable to the elect-
ors on that oceasion. [ cannot say that since
that time any of his promises have heen ful-
filled, hut at the same time the electors have
a wood 1epresentative, Liberal and Nation-
alist as well. As for the present Minister
for Mines and Railways, there appear to
have been no less than three changes in
abonl ag many months in that portfolio. If
we o on like that we should at least be able
tu set an eificient Minister for Mines and
Railways. All 1 can see to commend the
present oceupant of the position is dilatori-
ness. and I think he can be presented as
carrying out the Liberal or Nationalist
policy of doing nothing, so that there should
bhe nothing eriticised. In reference to the
T'reasurer, at present it is unnecessary to
say anything regarding him. We quife re-
copnise the importance of the position he
hol:ds, and everyone is prepared to give him
a chance. [ was rather disconcerted about
the vemark of the Colonial Seeretary when
lie saill that the financial poliey of this Gov-
ernment was the same as the financial policy
of the previous Government. Tf that is so
we have not a great deal to hope for from
the present Administration, for the simple
reason that the previous Government, in
connection with finanecial matters, had a pro-
gramme of some deseription. They intro-
dueed measures for taxation, for instance,
and they promised that rigid economy
should he practised, but as far as we ean
see from the taxation proposals that they
insisted on—because they had a majority in
another place—the only taxation proposals
to-day that thev have put through is the
trifling tax on receipts to the extent of
one penny. That is their idea of stemming
the financtal drift. They are going behind
to the extent, on. their own admission, of
£700,000 a vear, and their idea of squaring
the finanees and making both ends meet is
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in putting a tax on reeeipts of a. penny. It
15 absolutely a ridienlous thing to talk of
squaring the linances of the State by drop-
ping pennypieces into the public coffers.
That was the statesmanlike manner in which
they dealt with the finances. Now we have
the Colonial Seeretary assuring us that the
present Administration are going to con-
tinue on the same lines. We wiil wait until
the Treasurer diseloses his poliey, and I do
hope that when it is disclosed the weakness
which was shown by the previous (Govern-
ment in connection with taXation proposals
will not he continued by the present Admin-
istration. In connection with the financial
posifion, everyone has to admit its serious-
ness. [t did not take the pariy to which I
belong three years of war and three years of
present siress fo discover that something
would have fo be done to stem the finaneial
drift. We have heard a great deal about a
strong man being required to tell the people
their duty and what is required of them. I
would like to point out, however, that, as far
as the people of the State are concerned,
they bave long ago requested Parliament to
do its duty. 1t is not the people who are at
faolt but Parliameni, for net putting into
operation the measures they were authorised
to. Tn 1911 the party to which I belong was
electedt to office with a defimte taxation
policy and as will be remembered, attempted
to put this poliey into operation straight
away. They recognised that to carry out their
policy of humane legislation would eer-
tfainly mean additional expenditore, and
that to give better conditions to the ecivil
service and to give befter services to the
peoprle it was necessary fto have addi-
tional revenue, They made no secret of
the fact that more revenue was necded to
put their rolicy into operation and they
asked that that extra revenue might be pro-
vided. This was made perfectly clear by
the Labour party when seeking election, and
they were authorised in 1911 by an over-
whelming majority to put their policy into
operation., This House, however, when the
taxation measure was introduced, consigned
it to the waste-paper basket. T do not know
what was said on that occasion, but later
when measures of taxation were introduced
and passed in another place and referred to
the Legislative Coundl we were told in no



T146

uncertain measure by the present Colonial
Beeretary, who was then in opposition to
the Glovernment, that he would not give the
Labour party any more money to waste and
that it was not necessary to have additional
revenue. He was quite confident that all
that was required was that the affairs of
the State should be administered on sound
lines, and that economies should be insti-
tuted in the departments, and that the
wastage in the various departments should
cease. Then he added that he was confident
there would be no need for additional rev-
enue. This same attitude was taken up
when a taxation measure was reintroduced,
or perhaps a similar measure, after the 1914
eleetions. The ery still was that additional
revenne was not required and that all that
was needed was befter administration and
economy in the departments. This con-
tinued until the Labour party were put out
of office by a combination of the Liberals
and the Country party. Then we have the
spectacle of the present Colonial Secretary
making a financial statement, and he then
admitted after his party had assumed con-
trol of the Treasury bench that it was im-
possible for the present Governinent to
square the finances. They showed all that
they were able to do on the lines of economy,
and even with the supermen they placed in
charge of the Treasury and the various de-
partments they failed to square the finances.
In faect, things have become worse than
when the Labour party were administering
the affairs of the State. The Colonial Sec-
vetary then made an admission that, owing
to the increased interest and sinking fund,
and the decreased amount received from the
Commonwealth, the two items alone totalling
hetween £600,000 and £500,000—expendi-
ture which kad to be met and which no
economy could assist—that it was absolutely
impossible with
square the finances. The present Adminis-
tration and the last Administration took a
long time to disecover that the affairs of the
State eould not be financed on the revenue
being received. I hope that they have at
last discovered this fact, and that they are
prepared to admit the position, and to re-
member also that it is not a case of telling
the people what they should de, but rather
a case of saying that now, although' they

the present revenue fo -
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have waited three or four years, they are
going to give the people the opportunity of
paying for what they receive. I cannot
imagine how it 15 that it was considered
necessary by the last Administration to fool
the people to the extent that the present
Premier did. T am satisfied, so far as the
taxpayers are concerned, that they are pre-
pared to pay sufficient revenne for the ser
vices that are given to them in return. They
know perfectly well that owing to the man-
ner in which the expenditure has been in-
creased in this State, considering that the
revenue has not increased to any appreci-
able extent, it is impossible to go along as
we are doing. In addition to the items I
have mentioned which have heen admitted
by the Colonial Secretary, we have excess
expenditure which was incurred by the Lah-
our Government and which we cossidered
was justifiably ineurred. At the same time,
this has to be met. To the credit of the
Labour Government be it said they endea-
voured to meet it, but the Legislative Coun-
cil took charge of the finances of the State
and prevented it being met. It is merely a

-matter of fortn electing members to another

place; it matters not what the majority may
be in the Legislative Assembly, this Counecil
takes upon itself the full responsibility of
deciding the financial poliey of the State.
The Liberal Government during its term of
office increased the expenditure in various
departments, and so far as I can gather,
the last Administration made no attempt to
decrease the amounts spent in these depart-
ments, and 1 find that the present Govern-
ment have mno intention of decreasing
amounts in conneetion with certain other
departments, either. For instance, in re-
gard to education, the old Liberal policy
prior to 1911 was to starve that depart-
ment. The Labour Government immedi-
ately reformed that department and in-
curred additional expenditure per annum to
the extent of over £100,000. During their
term of office, extending over four years, they
spent £400,000 more than did the previous
Liberal Government in a similar teem. We
find the Colonial Secretary, in speaking on
the question of education recently, instead
of saying that he was going to curtail ex-
penditure in regard to that department,
made no secret of the faet that he was going’
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to increase expenditure, and he has already
done so. The pace set by the Labour Gov-
ernment has livened up the old Liberal
erowd and they now realise the benefits of
providing inereased educational facilities.
They recognise that they have to march with
the times. So in regard to that item, in
addition to the others I have mentioned, I
have not heard any statements to the effect
that ihey are goine to deerease expenditure.
In connection with the railways, the in-
crease in the mimmum wage amounted to
£104,000 per anpum. 1 do not know whether
tle present Government intend to revert to
the old rates, which were considered ade-
guate by the Liberal party, or whether thev
are prepared to continne the extra expendi-
ture incurred by the Labour Government.
If so, there is another £104,000 which will
have to be found. The Health and Charities
votes have been increased, and the four
items which I have mentioned amount to at
Jeast a quarter of a willion per annum,
That is all in addifion to the extra money
required for interest and sinking fund. As
for increased revenune during all that period,
as near as I can gather, it amounts to prac-
tieally nothing. So that as in 1911 when
the revenue and expenditure very nearly
met, we now find that while the revenue has
not inecreased to any great extent, the ex-
penditure has certaioly increased by over a
million per annum. And with the experience
of the late Governmeni when they tried their
methods of economy, and when they tried to
improve the administration which they
allered they brought to bear, the fact re-
mains that thev went hehind to the extent
of over £700,000 per annum. So that if
they now say they are going to grapple
with the finances of the State and are going
to place them on a sound basis—I presume
they consider they have practised rigid
economy and that in many instances, in the
language of the present Treasurer, they have
cut right to the bone—while the avenues of
economy are almost exhaunsted so far as
bettering the present condition of the finan-
res is concerned, it means that unless they
intend to eut down various services which
the (fovernment give to the State, additional
revenue is absolutely imperative. I sincerely
hope, despite the statement of the Colonial
Secretary that they are going to pursue
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the same financial policy as the previous
(Government, that they will show a liftle
more backhone in connection with their
taxation proposals than did the previous
Government. I do not think we ever had
such a spectacle as the bringing down of
necessary taxation measures and then drop-
ping them in an unaccountable manper as
was done last sessipn. All I wish to say in
connection with this matter is that I believe
the people of the State realise that what-
ever services they get from the State they
have to pay for them, and that instead of
the Treasurer being crueified, if he tells the
reople this, [ believe they will be prepared
to give him credit for informing them in
plain laoguage what they are to do, and
if he is worthy of his position T am
satisfied he will do it, I do not know
anyone who will object fo taxation
proposals which will have the effeei of
straightening out the finances of the State.
We are all saying what we are prepared to
do in conection with this, that, and the otler
thing. I should say at least the people of
Western Australia are prepared to make an
attempt to pay their debts, and when we
consider no attempt has been made to stem
the Bmancial drift during the past five years,
it is about time we made an atteimpl to do
it. One hon. member mentioned that he
would like to have the eandid opinion of
Mr. Boan on the financial question. 1 can
assure this House that T, too, would like to
have that bon. member’s candid opinion. I
have an idea that if he were managing the
affairs of a big concern which were goinz
behind to the extent of £700,000 per annum,
he would not suggest as an effective remedy
the sacking of the office boy or the eufting
down of petty expenditure. T think he
would adopt a more drastic proposal than
that, and if he gave his candid opinion of
the finances of the State he would say that
if the people are to have these services,
money must he found in order that they
may be paid for. It is not a fair proposi-
tion for this generation to be continually

" passing on its liabilities to fufure gevera-

tions. At least we should make an attempt
to square the finances and show that we are
prepared to do our.duty =o far as this State
is coneerned, Just a word also in connection
with the econemies which have from; time
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to time been practised in this State. We
are all quite prepared to admit that where
expenditure can be legitimately cut down,
it should be cot down at a time hike the pre-
sent, but there has been a practice adopted
in the past, particalarly by Liberal Govern-
ments, of starving certain State serviees
and taking eredit for economies by so doing.
As a matter of fact before the Labonr Ad-
ministration came into power there had been
very little inoney spent on the maintenance
of our railways, and they had to provide a
matter of £150,000 to put the lines in order.
That was on account of the seandalous way
in which the railways had been starved,
The position was the same in regard to roll-
ing stock, and an enormous sum had to he
spent to bring the rolling stoek up to what
it shovld be. Any Government which at-
tem.ts to effect economies, in my opinion,
has no right to do it by starving the rail-
ways; and if is to be hoped that if we must
have economy, this system of false economy
will not be practised and that the assets of
the State will not be allowed to he depre-
ciated through neglect in the future. Mr.
Sanderson quoted a set of figures showing
what a fearful condition the Treasury is
in on account of the hugze loan expenditure;
but 1 think some other hon. members have
already pointed ont, our expenditure from
revenue in this State is proportionately
greater than in many of the other States, for
the reason that in this State a greaier num-
her of activities are controlled by the Siate.
The real question is whether the money that
has been spent from loan funds has heen
wisely expended and whether we have pro-
portionate assets to offset against the ex-
penditure. I hope the Colonial Secre-
tary when touching on the subjeet of the
deficit will give credit to the Labour Gov-
ernment. We have been told that that Gov-
ernment have the credit of having spent
money lavishly; but what we want to know
is how the revenue has been expended and
how it is proposed by the present Govern-
ment to effeet the economies which have
been so much spoken of. The main ques-
tion is whether the bulk of our expenditure
has or has anot been wisely spent. Althongh
the Tahour Government have been blamed
for its loan exrenditore, it must be remem-
hered that to many of those works, as hon.
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members are perfectly well aware, the
Labour Government were committed hefore
they eame into office. Further, a good deal
of thal expenditure has been on railways
and other works that were absolutely justi-
fied, and to which at the time no one took
exception. There is also another question
which is of very vital interest to this Srate
at the present time, and in respeet of which
ihe people are anxious to know whether the
Government propose taking any action to
bring ahout a better state of affairs, I
refer to the matter of the eost of living,
which has inereased encrmonsly during the
term of the war. The Labour Government
did make an attempt to regulate the cost of
ecommodities,  Members of this  Chamber
will recollect that an Act was in operalion
for some twelve months and that this (ham-
her tiok the responsibilts of renoving that
Act From the statute-book. Some members
slated that it wns an unjustifia’le interfer-
ence with the law of sup]ly and demand,
that it was not justified, and the Colonial
Seeretary, I think, said he took full respon-
sibility for speaking and voting against that
measure.

Hon. J. Duffeil: Are prices any higher
now than then?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: At that time the
cost of living was lower in this State than
in any other Siate of the Commonwealth
with the exception, probably, of New South
Wales, where a similar Act was on the
statute-book and where the Attorney Gen-
eral issued a pamphlet in which he showed
that State interferen-¢ had saved over
£400.000 to the people by the operation of
that Aet. When that Aet came into opera-
tion in Western Avstralia it had a salulary
effect on the commercial people of the
State; it had the effect of regulating food
prices and of stopping increases from being
put on the neecessaries of life. To those who
say that the regulation of the prices of com-
modities is not a matter for the Siate. T
would point ocut thai the present National
Government are in favour of the priaciple
of a court of arbitration for the purpose
of deciding on any increase in wages. They
realise that the bhest way of dealing with
this question is by going to a conrt where
evidence is {aken and the rates fixed ac-
cording to the evidence given. A great
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portion of the evidence tendered in the
Arbitration Court deals with this question
of the eost of living, and the evidence as to
the cost of living is a great factor in the
award. But the difficulty is that when an
award is issued based on the arguments and
evidence tendered and consitered by the
court, inunediately the award issues, if an
increased wage is granted to {hose who
applied to the court, the plea is immediately
made that on aceount of the increase in
wages the prices of varions ecommodities
must go up. This in effeet means that the
evidence ziven before the court is Aouted,
hecause the set of figures given to the ecourt
as an argument in favour of an inerease of
wares is really alteved after the award is
ziven, with the result that those who ebtain
the award do not get the bepefit they should.
There should be some methed of either fix-
ing or regulating prices after an award has
been issued. Tf 1t is a fair thing to fix by
arbitration the rate of wages a man shall
receive for his day’s work I want to know
why it is mnot as justifiable to fix
the rate of prices that one man
must observe in  selling to another, We
want also to know why it is, when these mat-
ters have to he dealt with in a judicial tri-
hunal and decided on evidence, commercial
people have a right to fix their own prices.
Thev ecan rawe the price of certain com-
modities without having to put in evidence
showing that it s imperative that suoch
prices should be increased. 'They have not
to show their expenditure has increased or
anything of that kind; they simply aci in an
arbitrary manner and fix prices for them-
selves, There is a shrewd suspicion that it
is not entirely the eost of produetion of any
commodity which governs its selling price,
but that prices are fixed by interested par-
ties and not by independent parfies as in
the ease of the Arbitration Court. When
the Control of Trade in War Time Act was
in operation it had a good effect, and T am
confident thai if a similar Actewsas passed
now it would have a salutary effect also.
Mr. Kingsmill said on that occasion that if
the Act was necessary he thought it was
necessary also to put it into operation. T
would go further and say that, since we have
a court for the fixing of wages, we should
also, in order to be logieal, have a court for
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the fixing of prices. which after all has a
direct bearing on the purchasing value of a
man’s wages, and be is entitled to have an
idea of what the purchasing power of those
waves will be. For the purpese of showing
how this question bears on the man in busi-
ness and the wage earner respectively, I
shoutd like to quote some extraets in reply
to those who say that the profits being made
at the present time are justifiable. The pro-
fits of a certain shipping company in 1913
amounted to £20,000,000; in 1916 they total-
led £158,000,000. Again, to show the neces-
sitv  for some regulation and for some
methods being adopted to restrict the in-
flation of prices. | will quote an extract
from a newspaper published no longer ago
than July 26th—

Mr. Smillie presiding at the Miners’
Federation Conference at Glasgow yester-
day, said@ that the Ciovernment had only
taken control of the output of the mines.
It had not seen its way to nationalise the
mines. He contended that, in view of the
faet that the Government guaranteed the
mine owners pre-war profits—

Members will note that so far as capital was
coneerned the Government guaranteed the
owners pre-war profits.
the miners were cntitled to be placed on
an eynal (ooting. He lhoped the Govern-
ment would aet promptly on the Indus-
trinl Unrest Commission’s report. Deal-
ing with the increased cost of living, he
said the miners were in a position at any
time to foree an increase of wages, but
they did not desire to use their power.
Thev preferred that the cost of living
should eome down, hut if it were not, re-
duced wages must be increased.
As far as profits are eoncerned, when indus-
tries are taken over by the Government, the
principle is adopted that the owners shall be
entitled to pre-war profits. We on our part
would like that also, and we do not think we
are asking too mueh in suggesting that the
same principle showid apply to those who
are engaged in working for wages. We con-
tend that if eapital, even when comman-
deered by the Government, should still have
the same value to the owner as it had in pre-
war times, there is no reason why the man
compelled to work for wages—which, in my
opinion, are never too high—should not have
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those wages maintained at the same value to
bim to-day as in pre-war times. When
people are told to practise economy, it is al-
ways one particular class that is told to do
the economising. The man who every day
of his life has to practise mwiracles of eco-
nomy is now told that he must work still
greater miracles. [n fact, wages have in-
creased very slightly since the war, whilst,
as pointed out in the extracts which I read,
the increase in the cost of living has
amounted to 75 per cent. Now what our
party want is that the wages which are
being earned to-day should be of the same
purchasing power to-day as they were hefore
the war. Whilst the workers of this State
and of other paris of the world are pre-
pared to make any sacrifices in the interests
.of the nation, and have proved that they are
prepared to make such sacrifices, it is not a
fair thing, and we wili never agree that it is
their duty, to make increased profits for
those who are handling the ecommercial con-
cerns of this country or any other couniry.
The workers are prepared to make sacrifices
provided the nation gefs the benefit of those
sacrifices.

Hon. W. Kingsmill:
mantle.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: That question
can be dealt with also. The workers are not
prepared to make sacrifices in the inferesis
of a few profiteers who are dodging their re-
sponsibilities and failing in their duty by
the nation. T noticed recently that the Perth
Chamber of Commerce were tendering ad-
vice to the people of the State and telling
them to practise economy. Members of the
Chamber showed how the expenditure on
this Parliament could he considerably re-
duced. The foresight of those gentlemen is
really remarkable. Perhaps it may not be
out of plaece to inquire into some of their
business methods. We often hear Mr. Daffell,
who is not now present, referring to the
Chamber of Commeree, those who undertake
distribution right throughout the State—
glorified middlemen. Mr. Garper has told
us thai the system which Parliament has
adopted is most wasteful. I have ohserved
the manner in which members of the Cham-
ber of Commeree conduct their affairs in
this State, and I think they can also be told
that their expendifure conld be curtailed,

Especially at Fre-
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and that a good deal of fhe expenditure
which they pass on to the people could be
saved. We find that practically everv day
in the week they have an army of commer-
cial travellers going out inte the country
with various wares. T happened to talk to a
commercial traveller in the train recently.
He showed me his price list, and candidly
told me that in a great many instances his
prices and those of opposing firms were uni-
form, having been mutually agreed upon
and fixed, and that in the great majority of
cases he could not alter his prices by way of
giving inducement to a particular buyer to
deal with his firm. Candidly admitting this,
he said that the business he secured was doe
to his personality, and that he spent a few
pounds in getting business.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: He shouted?

Hon. . MILLINGTON: That iz exactly
the point. Fe said, “I 20 o a place like
Westonia, a fine place for business, no
doubt about that; but 1 cannot give these
people any inducement to deal with me in
preference to the other fellow, and I have
to depend on buying my husiness.” And he
bought it all right. The faet remains that an
army of commercial travellers and other
agents travel thronghout the country. That
is the Chamber of Commerce system of
doing work which in many instances could
be done by writing a few lines and affixing
a penny stamp to an envelope. Then there
are the varions agents throughout the coun-
try, 1 think members of the Country party,
the representatives of the farmers and their
interests, should also wake up to what is
being dome. I believe they are waking up.
A man out-back wanting a harvester comes
to Terth, goes straight to the firm selling
the machine, and pays cash for it. That man
will find (hat some man of whom he knows
nothing and whom he has never seen collects
23 per cent. of the price as commission.
Such are some of the commercial methods
of ithe men®ho now tell us that we have to
economise on Parliamentary expenditare
and that we are working under a very waste-
ful system, If there is any system that is
wasteful and requires reform, and that one
day will he reformed, it is the present com-
mercial system. Personally 1 am pleased
that the farmers have deeided to co-operate,
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that they are going to eut out some of the
middlemen. Undonbtedly the Chamber of
Commeree will pui every obstacle in their
way. 1 believe such an attempt has already
been made, but in that ease the Chamber of
Commerce were np against an organisation
able to compete, and I believe the eventual
result will be the saving to the farmers of
a great deal of unoceessary expenditure.
Only a couple of years ago I wyself ob-
served a ease where two able-bodied men in
a motor-car travelled out from Northam =a
ristance of about 100 miles to sell a farmer
here and there a few balls of twire. Tt
amounted to this, that the farmers were
charged for the twine and also for the ex-
penses of the two men and the motor-cer.
The same thing applies to the sale of maeli-
nery. Machinery agents are going all round
the country pushing their manufactures,
whereas a man with apy common sense at
all does not go to the auctioneer or sales-
man for a reference as to what he wants,
but takes the trouble to find out which is
the article he requires, quite irrespective of
the recommendation of the selier. On the
subject of economy I think there is more
need for reform in the present commereial
system than there is in conneetion with the
system of government, which has been eri-
ticised by the Chamber of Commerce as ex-
travagant and wasteful. One matter which
has received a good deal of prominence is
the Esperance railway. We know the atti-
tude taken up by the previons Government
regarding this rajlway, and vet it was made
an electioneering dodge during the rerent
by-election for Brownhili-Ivanhoe. 1
sincerely hope the present Government will
make thewmselves clear as to what they in-
tend to do. This is certainly not a party
question, but, at the same time, T do not
want to see the Esperance people fooled any
longer. They were told that the line would
be consiructed as soon as practicable. T
think it is due from the Government, unless
they intend to fool these people, to tell them
straight out that it is impossible to con-
struet the railway even for the first 60
miles, let alone to carry out the Royal Com-
mission’s recommendation and put the line
right through to Norseman. Such a declar-
ation is necessary for the protection of the
people who are there. and also for that of
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intending settlers. If men who have set-
tled nearly G0 miles from the eoast bave an
impression, such as they might derive from
the promises recently made at Kalgoorlie,
that the line is to be gonstructed, they are
likely to ineur additional expenditure and
be influenced to put in crops and so forth.
The Government are in a position to know
that the line cannot be constructed, as they
have neither the material nor the money;
and [ think it would be only a fair thing in
the interests of the people settled there and
of intending settlers to state plainly that
the Esperance railway cannot at present
be built. T hope that there will be no more
fooling in connection with the question, but
that the Government will make a straight
out declaration of their poliey as to this
railway. Generally, I would like to say that
the poliey which the Labour party have
advoeated in the past, and whieh was good
in normal times, is the policy we still advo-
cate. We hope the present Government
will at last agree to what we have been econ-
tending for during vears past, the necessity
for additional taxation. I should like to-
see a tax placed on the unimproved value
of land, or, if that does not meet with the-
approval of the Government, any equitable
tax will be supported by me, becauge 1
fully realise that additional taxation is-
necesgary and even imperative, and that the
time has gone by for fooling and for pro
mising economies which it is impossible to
carry out. Further, I should like to see
another trial given to the Labour party's.
proposal for overcoming the diffienlty of
the increased cost of living, by means of
fixation of prices. I heard one member of
the present Government say publicly in
Kalgoorlie, thongh of course this was at
election time, “T have been speakinge with
the Premier and the Attorney General, and
they assure me that they are quite in accord
with the idea of price fixing. I am going
to try to induce the National Governinent to
re-enact the Scaddan Act, which was strack
off the Statute Book.” That was stated by
Mr. Thomas, the memher for Bunbury, T
do not know whether the Government still
hold the view that that measure should be
re-enacted.

Hon. R. J. Lyon: Mr. Thomas was not
in the Cabinet then,



152

Hon. H MILLINGTON: But he was a
member of the National party He ex-
plained to me that the beanty of the party
was that ils members were absolutely un-
trammelled. He said, “I am as free as air;
I bave been a party hack too long; now, on
the floor of- the House, I shall have a free
hand; U shall be almost as important as Mr.
Lefroy himself.” He also told me that in
connection with Government measures there
was no such thing as any member being
bound to vote for them. He said, “If a
Minister introduces a Bill I am free to vote
whichever way [ like, and if the Govern-
ment introduce a Bill and it is thrown out
that does not in any way affect the life of
the Government.” So it would appear that
Mr. Thomas has & perfect right to speak
for himselt, irvespective of the head of the
Ministry. Mr., Thomas evidently has his
own policy, and is going right ahead with
it. At least, now that he is included in the
Ministry, 1 do not know how it will he. He
has an idea that each and every member of
the National party has a free hand, So far
as poliey is concerned, [ believe that holds
good; and so we have at least one member
of the Cabinet in favour of the fixing of
prices. I sincerely hope that member wili
make his influence felt. I also hope that
the industries of this State, ahout which so
mueh has been said, will be encouraged. T
do not want the gold-mining indostry to be
- encouraged in the same manner as the pre-
vious Governmeni encouraged it. For in-
stance, they considered it a fair thing, when
purchasing the support of the Country
party, tu give that party concessions equi-
valenl to about £60,000 per annuni, 1 refer
to the reduced freight on fertilisers. Tt
wag quite a fair proposal to earry super-
phosphate at about a quarter of the cost of
transport, hecause that was for the de.
velopment of the farming industry.
But we also have some outhackers who re-
quire a little consideration too.  Particu-
larly is this the case in places as far back
as Laverton. The way they were assisted
wasg by an increase of ten per cent. in rail-
way freights. The manner in which the
Government assisted the farmer was all
right, hut we eannot see why the prospector
outhack should not be assisted az well, for
he. in his eapacity as citizen, has to pay
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taxes in order to provide the assistance for
the farmer. I hope a little more considera-
tion will he given to those men outback than
was given by the Liberal Governmeni. Also
when going to the present Ministry and
asking assistance for mining, as Mr. Cun-
ningham and I did a little while ago, we
find we can get a promise which does not
materialise. The instance had to do with
a party of men who had been working for
four years on a mine. The developinental
work was stopped owing to an influx of
water, and pumping operations became
necessary. An oil engine was used. The
price of kersosene has gone up considerably,
and in addition the freight went up ten per
cent. also.  In these circumstances it was
impossible for those four men to c¢arry on.
They estimated that it would take four
months to prove their mine, We went to
the Mines Department, and the Minister, on
the particulars being placed hefore him,
said, “Ol ves, T see no reason why you
should not he assisted.” But after the de-
partment had considered it, we were told
that there was no possible hope of getting
any assistance. All that the four men re-
quired was £30 a month for four months,
which would have determined whether or
not the mine was payable. It is all very
well to make promises for the assistance of
the mining industry, but if it can be assisted
in o practical manner it is hy extending
assistance to cases of this deseription, to
men who have done a lot of developmental
wark and regnire only a little mid to allow
them to decide finally whether or not their
mine is payable. I know of no other way
in which money might he better spent than
in the assistance of such men. Conversely,
if assistance cannot he given to such men,
I fail to see how assistance can be rendered
to the mining industry at all. I hove the
various services which past Governments
have rendered to the State will not bhe
starved. I hope that the educational faeili-
ties will be maintained, and that other ser-
vices, such as health and charities, will be
made a special consideration with the pre-
sent Government. As I have said, we are
quite prepared to give any assistance we
possibly ean to the Government, but we are
not prepared to go along merely relying on
ahstract promises of what the Government
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are prepared to do. We want them to defi-
nitely take charge of the reform in respect
of the National policy, ofherwise we fail to
see any use in making glib promises of
stemming the finangial drift. We sincerely
hope also that something will be done in
order to protect the people of the State
from inereases in the prices of commodities.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH (North-East)
[6.353]: I desire in the first place to con-

gratulate the leader of the House on having
aceepted a portfolio in the National Govern-
ment. Let me also extend the same compli-
ment to Mr. Baxter. I am one of those who,
when the erisis came about, eould not see
eve to eve with many of my colleagues in
the party, and consequently T, like Mr.
Dodd and others, have been expelled from
the party. However, I wish to say from
the floor of the House that, whilst I have
been a member of the Labour party almest
ever since 1 can remember, I claim that T
am still so. But when this great erisis
ecame about, when this war was thrust upon
ns, when the country was at stake, when 1
had to toke the word of those far greater
than myself, I, like many others, was pre-
pared to put my eouniry before my party
politics. In doing so, may I say, I had no
regrets. 1 notice in His Excellency’s
Speech the announcement that the Govern-
menl are out to make ns much saving as
possible. They sav that in view of the
linaneial stringency they bhope, by eareful
- economy in administration and the amalga-
mation of offices, to make material savings,
There is one matter that T consider the
- Government might well take in hand,
nawrely, the entering into negotiations with
the Federal authorities with a view to the
amalgamation of the Electorsl Departments,
State and Commonwealth. I fail to see why
there should be two sets of officers
and two separate departments. I believe
that the one set of officers could earry out
the work with very little extra assistance,
and the amalgamation would effect a big
saving to both the Federal and State Gov-
ernments. Further than that, T believe that
not only would economy be brought about,
but greater efficiency would result, and in-
creased satisfaction would be given to the
people of the State, for, after all, there is
bhut one set of electors. Many of our pre-

153

- sent difficulties would be overcome if we had

but one set of officers compiling the rolls.
At the recent Brownhill-Ivanhoe by-elec-
tion a great number of people who had re-
cently voted at the Federal elections fonnd
their names removed from the rolls. They
eould not understand why. In many in-
stances, perhaps, it was chiefly their own
tault, but there were other instances in
which the officers of the department were to
blame. If we had one set of officers eom-
piling the rolls, both Federal and State,
there would not be so much difliculty as at
present. 1 notice in His Excellency’s
Specch it is said that, notwithstanding the
finaneial stress, it is the obligation of the
Guvernment fo provide funds to aid in de-
veloping all industries, both primary and
secondary. T helieve that in the past in-
suflicient money has been spent in connec-
tion with the development of the mining in-
dustry, in the assistance of prospectors out-
back who have tried to earn a living and at
the same time aid the developmenti of the in-
dustry. Take the Ida H. mine, which has
heen worked for vears by a companv. It
has been taken over by tributers. and
those men are spending about £1,400 a
month in wages. This money has to come
ont of the mine. If it were not for tributers
the mine would probably have heen shut
down long ago, which would have meant a
great loss fo-the distriet and to the State.
Consequently T think the men responsible
for earrying on are deserving of every as-
sistance. At the present time, if I am in-
formed correetly, they are being somewhat
harassed by the mining laws in regard to
air ventilation. T am ecredibly told that the
aiv ventilation to-day, with the mine 1,600
feet deep, is better than when the property
was being worked by a mining eompany.
The inspector is not too well satisfied with
the conditions. They do not eomply with
the striet letter of the law. But in
a case like this T think a point might
he strained in order to keep the mine
going and the men emploved, until het-
ter arrangements can be made in regard to
ventilation. The increased eost of mining
vequisites is a question worthy of the con-
sideration of the Government.  Dvnamite
has greatlv inereased in price; in faet, full
strength dynamite is almost unprocurable



154

in the State. The last quote given me was
£6 a case. Yef I am informed that it is
manufactured iz South Africa for less than
30s. a case. If that is so I think there is
ample room for investization by the Mines
Department, with a view to seeing if better
results could not be obtained—better from
the point of view of the users of dynamite.
At Kalgoorlie some attention is being given
to the question of the effectiveness of dia-
mond drilling.  Personally I believe that
diamond drilling is a good process, more es-
pecially in those districts where mines have
been worked to a certain depth and, for
want of capital, abandoned. There are
many mines at the porth end of the Kal-
goorlie field, at Broad Arrow, Menzies, Cool-
gardie, and Maleolm, whieh, T believe, if the
Mines Department were courageous enough
to supply the diamond drills, would give
good results. Sunch a development would
probably be the means of sttracting capital
to these places and livening them up once
more. The other evening Mr. Lynn made
some reference to grievances in the Police
TDepartment and from what I ecan gather
there is ground for the complaints. 1 fail
to see why a special examination should be
given to some officers while other men who
have been in the force many years longer
and have given the greater part of their
lives to the State in the back blocks of the
country have not been given the same chance
of advancement., Many of these men at
times have taken ibeir lives in their hands
and done their best to explore and develop
the State. These men should be given the
same opportunity as those who sat for a
special examination some few months ago.
An injustice has heen done to those men
who have spent so many years in the black
hlocks. Some police officials have been in
the service close on 30 years; they have
been alimost pioneers in the outback dis-
tricts. They have rendered faithful and
good service to the State and I fail to see
why these men who are now getting on in
vears should have to pass an examination
alongside of younger men who have a hetter
opportunity of quelifying for an examina-
tion by living in the City all the time. The
men in the back blocks have given the best
part of their lives to the State and should
not he required to pass an examination.
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Their long experience and faithful service
without a black mark against them should
be sufficient guarantee without an examina-
tion,

Hon. J. W. HICKEY (Central) [547]:
Tt was my intention to deal with a matter
that Mr. Millington dealt so exbaustively
with and whieh has been agitating the pub-
lic mind. I refer to the excessive cost of
living. I could never understand the reason
which actuated the members of this Cham-
ber in retusing to pass the Control of Trade
in War Time Bill some time ago. T attri-
bute my presence in this Chamber to a great
extent to the fact that my opponent sup-
ported the striking out of that measure.
However, whatever motives aetuated mem-
bers in defeating the Bill they should have
had pood reason for altering their opinion
since. They should trust the people to &
great extent.,  Members of this Chamber
shonld take into consideration the judgment
of the people on these matiers. If members
followed the prices closely and considered
the facts which have been put forward at re-
cent meetings and demonstrations held as
to the high cost of living, they would see .
that there is something behind the whole
question. The figures quoted at demonstra-
tions have been accurate in detail or they
wonld have been challenged on many ocea-
sions.  Only on one oceasion were the
figures challenged and then on the next day
in the Press I believe they were contra-
dieted,  Without dealing foo closely with
this matter I wounld say the figures used in
the Arbitration Court recently shows that
it a man wishes to keep his family, and a
small family too, he requires more money
than he is getting to-day so as to enable
them to be kept on a scale equal to the
prisoners in the Fremantle gaol.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: There is a very high
standard down there,

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: That may be so,
but for a man to keep a family of four
children it requires a wage of £4 14s. 8d.
per week to keep them on the same scale as
the prisoners are kept in the Fremantle:
gaol. It is said that the Control of Trade
in War Time Bill has interfered with the-
industries of the State and I think it is up
to us to interfere with them because they
are exploiting the people to a very great
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.extent, The figures which have been put
forward have been proved to be correct by
the statisties of Mr. Knibbs. For a man to
keep a wife and four children up to 14
_years of age on the-same diet as is given at
the Fremantle prison it requires £4 14s, 8d.
a week. This shonld excite the sympathy
of members and should appeal to the Gov-
ernment,

Hon. C. Sommers: Jt might be an argu-
ment for reducing the standard at the gaol,

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: 1f a man is in-
carcerated for the worst crime we should
not reduce the standard which is now in
toree and our standard is not as high as
that of the prisoners of war in Great
Britain. The German prisoners of war get
more, comparatively speaking. It requires
£3 ds. 3d. to keep the prisoners of war in
Britain. That is reducing the amount as
given by Mr. Knpibbs of 11s. 8d. for rent
and taking fgures which Mr. Alanwater, who
is recognised as an authority by Britain and
America. I think the Government should
do something in this direetion., We fully
recognise that in these times all should make
some sacrifices but the saerifices are too one-
sided. I have had an apportunity of eol-
Tecting evidence tor the Avbitration Court
and at times it is necessary to show the
lowest cost of living as well as the highest
cost, and it has been my province on ocea-
sion o prove that with the cost of living as
low as possible and redwecing it to a mini-
mum it is an impossibility for a man with
a wife and family to pull throngh, I think
the Government should do something for the
man whois working on the minimum to-day.
1 notice that the Government notwithstand-
ing the existing financial difficalties are
anxivus for the development and progress
of the industries throughout the Stale.
Many matlers have been dealt with hut
small menfion has been made of the mining
‘industry, 'The Government have no better
opportunity than the present for develop-
ing the mining industry at such places
as Narra Tarra and Tuckabjanna. Some
notice should be taken of the grant-
ing of exemptions by the late Minis-
ter for Mines. I desire to refer to the
Sirdar mine at Mt. Magnet about which a
great deal of controversy has taken place.
Mr. Shalleross took over this partieular

‘mine on a 12 months’ option.
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For the first
seven montbs he closed the mine down.
After the exemption had been refused on
two oceasions by the warden of the district
this gentleman succeeded in getting exemp-
tion. If this is to be allowed anyone can
come along and shut np a mine as long as
it suits him. This gentleman took the mine
in question from a party of shareholders
and the mine has lain idle ever since. This
is not the only mine that this gentleman has
under his control but it is the most glaring
case which bas come under notice. If this
is going on in the mining industry, insiead
of being of assistance to the State, it will
prevenl prospectors trying to do anything
for the industry. I liope the Government
will take into consideration the desirability
of doing something for the henefit of the
peeple in the matter of the cost of living
and the indiscriminate granting of exzemp-
tions especially to men of the description
| have named. In connection with the edu-
cation vote, 1 admit it is large and I trost
that if any economies are to be exercised in
connection with the Eduecation Department
it will be in the larger centres. Money on
education is well spent, particularly in the
back portions of the State, and I speak paz-
ticularly of the farming distriets. I hope
that no economies will be practised in the
back portions of this country and if there
is to he any reduetion it will be in the larger
centres and in the metropolitan area.
There is one matter which has been
mentioned previously, T refer to the supply
of school books hy the Government. I do not
say that at the present juncture the Gov-
ernment shonld grant free books, and free
facilities in every direction, but something
should be done to assist the people in this
way. It is hard indeed for a man with a
family to pull through while providing his
children with the necessary educational
facilittes. When children go from class to
class year by year they have to be provided
with fresh books and I should like the Gov-
ernment to do something in providing the
hooks free of cost, thus giving the people
some assistance.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
(398]: T have a word or two to say in
connection with the remarks made by Mr.
Sonuners a few evenines agu with regard
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to ihe action taken by the Fremantle lump-
ers a month or six weeks since. One would
gather from Mr. Sommers’ remarks that
the wharf labourers at Fremantle are men
who should he deported from Western Aus-
tralia. I feel quite sure that had Mr. Som-
mers known the trne position in connection
with the little trouble at Fremantle he wonkd
not have made the remarks which he did
in this Chamber. Mr. Sommers referred to
the matter of loading a transport in Fre-
mantle #nd also in conneetion with the load-
g of wheat ships, With reference to the
work on the transport it is as well io point
out that the people in charge of that
particular work were to blame for any frie-
tion whieh occurred in the loading of that
transport.  These people are working un-
der an agreement. I believe that agreement
wags drawn up and made by the president
of the Federal Arbitration Court, In ihat
agreement are a set of conditions and the
rates of pay dealing with Sunday -work,
night work, and the ordinary day work. That
was enfered upon by the labourers working
on the wharves. I may say that T weunt to
Fremantle recently to get as near as I could
to the facts in connection with the trouble,
seeing that ene of the hon. members of this
Chamber represenling that part of the
State had net thought it his duty, perhaps,
to have anything to say in that eonnection.
I found that the transport could have been
got ready for this work to be taken in hand,
as far as T ¢ould see, about 11 o'clock on
Sunday.
ting the boat away, if necessary as early as
they desired, hung up the work during the
whole of Sunday, and asked the men to
come in after midnight. The only reason
why this attitude was adopted towards the
lumpers is the faet that the people respon-
sible would have had to pay something like
5s. 3d. per hour for Sunday work. It was
evidently their desire to get the work (one
at a cheaper rate and they were therefore
prepared to ask the men to come in on the
night work.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Not at the clieaper rate,
but at the arbitration award rate.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Thali s a
cheaper rate. The rate for night work after
midnight on Sunday is at a cheaper rate
than the rate set ont in the agreement for
work done during Sunday. These people

The people responsible for got-.
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were prepared to take advantage of that
parvticular elanse in the agreement with a
view to having cheap work dene. Tn that
agreement there is alse a provision giving
the mwen the option as to whether they shall
work at night or not. As a matter of
fact, the judge of the Federal Arbitration
Court set out that the men could please
themsglves as to whether they worked night
work or otherwise.
Hon. R. J. Lynn: Or work at all.

Hon. J. CCNNINGHAM : Or work at all
at night. That being the case, the men
looked at it in this light—that one party to
this business, for the purpose of getting the
work done cheaper than the Sunday rate
of pay, desired the men t{o come in and
work night work; and the men, having a
right to say whether they would work night
work or. not, were prepared to come in, iff
the people responsible for the loading of
the vessel made it worth thelr while, that
is to suy, gave them a hLitle extra pay,

Hon. R. J. Lvnn: They ¢l not do that
with the P. & 0. boat, 'Thay were paid all
day for nothing and would noi work at
night.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The rate
asked by the lumpers was nothing extra-
ordinary. Tt had been paid on wrevious
oceasions and has been paid since.  There
has been a certain amount of misrepresen-
tation, and this has besn spread through
what I might, perhaps, call a biassed press,.
for the purpose of injuring these men
known as the Fremantle WhayrT labourers.
With veference te the wheat ship, there
was a considerable amount of publicity
given to the action of the men in connection
with the loading of that vessel, but we find
that after the vessel had been loaded, irres-
pective of the great outery which had gone
forth, she lay in the harbour or just out--
side the river, for somethingz like (ive days.
Yet we find the Fremantle lnmpers have this
charge levelled against them, that they did
something whieh was hanging up what one
might say was food for the Ausiralian and
British  soldiers fighting in  France.
With regard to the other vessel, al-
though a little trouble took plaece in
connection Wwith the night loading, and
the men refused to go on unless the:
people concerned were prepared to pay an
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‘extra amount, the work in conmection with
the loading was completed by the wharf
labourers at about 5 o’clock on the Monday,
but the vessel did not leave the wharf until
between 5 and 6 o'cloek on the Tuesday.
Who was responsible for that delay; not
altogether the wharf labourers! There seem
also to be some other persoms who assisted
in delaying the vessel after she was ready
to zo. It seems fo me that the people who
bad the matter in hand did not desire that
she should leave any earlier than she actu-
ally did. The faet of the lumpers having
taken up this ecrtain attitude in connection
with the loading of the vessel did nof inter-
fere in any way with her departure from
Fremantle.

Hon. R. J. Lyan: Give us the mail steam-
er, when they were paid all day for doing
nothing.

Hon. J. CUNKINGHAM : 1 do not know
anything about the mail steamer.  There
is auother matter that I wish to refer to. 1
understood My, Sommers to say that he had
an emplovee leaving with the intention of
goiny to Fremantle to participate in the £14
per week earned by the wharf Iumpers.
Surely Mr. Sommers knows that enly on
one or two occasions has anything like that
amount of money been earned by the whart
labourers of Fremantle. The oceasions of
which T speak arose in connection with re-
moving coal whielh was on fire in two ves-
sels, and the rate of pay for that work was
Ts. per hour. It is only in work of that
nature that the rate of pay approaches any-
thing like that amount. I think the hon.
member will agree with me that to take on
work of that deseription entitles a man to
receive something more than the average
rate of pay.

Hon. R. .J. Lynn: The union are asking
7s. 6d.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: We hear so
much about the high rate of pay at Fre-
mantle in connection with wharf work that
it sets one thinking. At all events T went
to Fremantle to find out all about it. I
found that men who were getting this burn-
ing coal out of the vessels were overcome
by the heat and fumes, and T am sare hon.
members will agree with me that the work
is worth fullv 7s. per hour. The men eannot
go on with that sort of work, and when we
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find unbealthy work like this which takes
the vigour out of a man, we should allow
him something over the ordinary rate of
pay. My object in making these remarks
is to try and clear up some of the misrepre-
sentation whieh has been spread throughout
the State.

Hon. C. Sommers: Why would they not
unload this ship on Sunday when they
would unload another?

Fon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I do not know.
At all events, one party wanted to save
somncthing and the other parly said if that
were the case and they wanted the work
done, seeing they had the right to refuse,
they would do it if they received a little
more for it. Not only do I desire to draw
the attention of the members of the House
o these exaggerated reports which have ap-
peared in the Press of Western Anustralia
in connection with this section of the work-
ing people, but T think it is just as well to
get down to facts, so that the public gener-
ally may know the position. By getting
dlown to facts, we will not be doing any sec-
tion of the eommunity an injustice, whereas
an injustice has been done in this ease. Mr.
Sommers satd that if he had his wayv he
would deport these people, but T believe
that if he now went {o Fremanile and found
ol the facts of the ease, he would not
be prepared to deport them. T know that
there are something like between 400 and
500 wharf labourers out of work at Fre-
mantle.

Hon. C. Sommers: No wonder!

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T found one
strong, healthy man whn had been worling
there for about 20 vears, had during the last
five weeks not earned more than £2 35s.

Hon. C. Sommers: He has killed the
goose that laid the golden ege.
The PRESIDENT: The hon. member

must not interrupt; he has already had his
say.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T tried to get
on the track of the people who, as has been
said, are earning this big money. T inter-
viewed a number of people and have every
reason to believe the statements made to me.
T learned that the majority of men at
Fremantle were not averaging £3 per week.
Taking into consideration what Mr. Hickey
has already referved to, namely, the high
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eost of living, I think hon. members will
admit that £3 per week is not such a very
great wage to keep a wife and family to-
gether on, and in addition pay the bouse
rent which most of the men have to do.
There has been a great injustice done to
the whart lumpers, and I think 1 have done
right in trying to clear up the matter here.
I also desire to refer to the present position
of the mining industry in the Siate. I
have recently had a trip through the back
country north of Kalgoorlie. - What struck
me most was the scarcity of prospectors.
I have been in this eountry for a number of
vears, but believe that at the present time
we have fewer prospectors than we
have ever had in the history of the gold-
fietds.  Onec of the great reasons for the
seurcity of men tuking an interest in the
development of gold mining in this State
is that the cost of living has inecreased so
enormously that storckeepers whe, in the
past, had assisted the prospector, and thus
assisted the industry, are no longer able to
do this. I believe it i1s not the retail store-
keeper who is putting up the prices of com-
modities, for I know a number of stove-
keepers in the back country who have al-
ways assisted in every possible way to open
up that part of Weslern Australia through
what they have done for the prospectors.
The fact is that the railway freights have
increased so much and the cost of eommo-
dities has gone up to such an extent that the
storekeepers have heen unable to continue
their assistance to the industry as they did
in the past. The result is, as we find it to-
day, these heavy imposts in connection with
the cost of living are starving the mining in-
dustry of Western Ausiralia. T think that
any Government—Liberal, Labour, or
National—should do everything possible fo
bring some relief for the purpose of holding
together one of our greatest assets, namely,
the mining industry. 1 wish to refer to a
remark made by Mr. Ardagh. He szid that
he had been expelled from the Lahour
party in Western Australia. Neither Mr.
"Ardagh nor any other man in this State has
heen expelled from the Labour movement.
There is quite a number of ex-Labourites
in Ihis State who have left the Labour
movement of their own volition. That be-
ing so, T can see very little reason for com-
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plaint on the part of Mr, Ardagh, or any
other ex-Labour member of Western Aus-
tralia, This, too, lLas been promulgated
throughout the State by men on the plat-
form and through the Press that we have in
the metropolitan area, for the purpose of
trying to injure that party to which I be-
long, the Labour party. If those men bave
made up their minds to leave the Labour
movement, why do they not come oui and
say straight out that they have done so?
If they desire to join the Nationalist party,
why do they not become members of that
party and say so. I believe in the prin-
ciples of Labour and intend to stick to them,
and if people disagree with them, let them
leave the party altogether. They shounld
not, bowever, lead the people to believe that
they have been expeled from the party, for
nothing of the kind has taken place so far
as this State is concerned. I am thoroughly
in aceord with the vemarks of Mr. Sander-
son on unifieation,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.

Hon. J. CONNINGHAM: Before tea I
gaid T was in accord with the statement of
Mr. Sanderson when he referred to the mat-
ter of unification. It seems to me that af the
present time, as well as also for some vears
past, the cost of government to the people
of Australia has heen altogether too greaf.
We have only to take into consideration that
we have something like 666 legislators as
well ag seven Governors, and all other ex-
penses connected with the government of the
States. T am glad the matter has been men-
tioned in this House. It points to the faet
that at last quite a number of people are
considering the matter of unification. To
my mind it 1s only a question of time when
we will find the people of Australia taking
the subject up in an earnest way. T hope
Mr. Sanderson will go further with it and
will do his best to awaken the public of
Western Australia to the desirvability of giv-
ing the subject early consideration. There
is another matter I desire to toueh upon and
it is in connection with the recruiting cam-
paign which has been carried out in West-
ern Australia sinee the war started, more
particularly the methods that have been
adopted recently in the metropolitan area.
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We find that there are recruiting commit-
tees and other people interesting themselves
in the matter of recruiting in this State, and
evidently they think it the proper thing to
approach emplovers with a view of forcing
men into enlisting. My contention is that
this is not earrying out the spirit if the peo-
ple of Australia as expressed on the 28th
October last. On that oceasion Australia
declared in favour of the voluntary system.
My contention is that every encouragement
ghouldl be given to our fit men to enlist, but
at the saume time I strongly resent anything
in the way of an economie conseription. No
doubt these people are of the opinion that,
by approaching employers, pressure can be
brought to bear on the men engaged in the
different trades throughout the country, with
a view of forcing them into camp. This
might also apply to the employers them-
selves. If it is necessary to bring pressure
to bear on the employees, why not adopt
similar measures with a view of get-
ting eligible employers to geo into camp?
That has not heen done and only this morn-
ing I happened to see in the West Austra-
linn where the Prime Minister was having a
conference withh emplovers in the FEastern
States. The Prime Minister has made the
statement on more than one occasion that it
is not his intention to introduce eonseription
without first approaching the people of
Australin throngh a referendum, and that
that course will not be adopted until some
great disaster overtakes the Empire. That
disaster has not overtaken the Empire, and
it seems to me that he has got right away
from his previous promise, in his action in
approaching the employers of the Eastern
States. I can see no other object in the eon-
ference between the Prime Minister and the
employers referred to in the Press than to
bring pressure to bear on the eligibles in the
employ of those people. In my opinion that
i§ not in aceord with the spirit and decision
of the people, and I certainly do think it is
a practice that should be discontinued. I
believe that, rather than assist in the matter
of recruiting, it will have a detrimental ef-
fect. There is anotber question in connec-
tion with the matter of enlisting and re-
turned soldiers that I wish to touneh upon.
We have heard it stated on the platform,
and it has also been referred to in fhe Press,
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that preference must be given to returned
soldiers. It is my desire to see every re-
turned soldier, who is capable of doing any-
thing in the direction of earning his living,
given employment, but I do not think it is
the desire of the returned soldiers to get pre-
ference. I rather think that the returned
soldiers look upon it ag the duty of the peo-
ple of Australia to see that they are em-
ployed on returning, and they also, as Aus-
tralians, desire to see those who have not
been in  position to enlist, or are medicalty
unfit continue in their oecupations, and
to my way of thinking both State and Fed-
eral Governments should get to work im-
mediately for the very purpose of creating
those avenues of employment that will not
only absorb the returned soldier but also
other people who have been doing their part
and their duty in some direction towards as-
sisting in the war. The matter of preference
to returned soldiers, I believe, is practised
at the present time. T did hear only a day
or two ago that a married man with four or
five children, and unfit for service; who was
employed in the postal stores, had been dis-
charged to make way for a returned sol-
dier. I believe if that matier were brought
under the notiee of the Returned Soldiers’
Association, that association® would not
agree with the action of the Commonwealth
authorities in pushing out that man who
was medically unfit, so that a returned sol-
dier might get his position. That i5 nol the
spirit with whieh we should face the ques-
tion of repatriation, nor is it the spirit
whicl will work for the general good of the
Commonwealth. It is not only essential that
we should have our returned soldiers em-
ployed, but in the interests of the prosperity
of Wesiern Australin and Australia, em-
plovment should be found for all men who
are prepared to work. That is the position
as I look at it, and I think the Government
shonld in the near Inture, and as early as
possible, take up the matter of bringing
ahout sueh a system in the industries of
Aunstralia. so that at the end of the war they
will absorh all our workers, We hear of dif-
ferent schemes suggested with regard fo re-
patriation, but if something is done in the
direction of placing our industries on a
sound footing, so as to provide employment
for all, that will be a measure in the direc-
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tion of repatriation.- I know a number of
men who left Western Australia and who,
on returning, wonld not go on the land,
That matter has béen mentioned by the pre-
sent and by the previous Government. Some-
thing has already been done in the direction
of preparing land for the purpose of pro-
viding settlement for returned soldiers. The
majority of the returned soldiers will he men
who have been drawn from the various in-
dustries in Western Australia, and it will be
found that these men will make their way
back into the indusiries they were engaged
in before they enlisted, and anything that
can be done in the direction of bringing
about a sound position at the end of the war
in the direction of getting the industries
going, will be, as far as I can see, something
in the direetion of absorbing the returned
soldiers ountside of any specific scheme, and
it will be allowing them every opportunity
of engaging in whatever producing industry
‘they were working in previously. Another
matter dealt with is the eondition of
the rolls of the Brownhill-Ivanhoe elector-
ate. I'he National party, or the National-
Labour party, is not the only party that can
ecomplain in regard to the state of that roll.
I know a number of people, supporters of
the Labour party, who on that oceasion were
not on the roll for the Brownhill-Ivanhoe
electorate. It may have been, perhaps,
through their own fault, and it may have
been bronght about by the fact that many
people confnse the State and Federal rollg,
and others helieve that when they enrol on
one their names will appear on both. Some-
thing should be done by the Commonwealth
and State Governments with a view of get-
ting a national rell for both Siate and Fed-
eral elections.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [7.43]: I do not
propose to detain hon. members very long.
8o iittle has heen said in the way of hostile
criticism of the present Administration—a
fact possibly to some exlent accounted for
by the short period during which they have
been in office—that it will be quite unneces-
sary for me to reply at any length to the
remarks of hon. members. I desire to join
in the congratulations that have been be-
stowed on the two newly elected members,
Mr. Boan and Mr. Stewart. I have no doubt
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both these gentlemen will be an asset to
this House. Personally I listened with 4
great deal of interest to the remarks of My,
Boan in moving the Address-in-reply. Al-
though it was his maiden effort, Le told us
a good many things that are well worth
thinking over., T am sure his first action,
on being elected, in making a compreliensive
tour of the north-west porfion of the State
is likely to he of advantage to that portion
of the State and incidentally to the country
generplly. 1 was interested in his refer-
ences to the loeality in which one can
live on nothing a week—and save money.
It may be to some extent an exag-
geration, hut T am sure the hon. member
is on the right track in directing atten-
tion to the great possibilities existing in
the North-West. Another suggestion of the
hon. member has reference to economies. I
have recently had the experience of en-
deavouring to press upon members of the
community in the metropolitan area the de-
sirability during war time of doing away
with bookmakers and doing away with shout-
ing; and I might say that my experience in
that connection has not been altogether too
satisfactory. If Mr. Boan has marked me
to assist him in the task of inducing people
to substitute chicken feeding for mixed
hathing, I shall have to ask him to get some-
hody else; although here again I am sure
that there is a great deal of common sense
underlying the hon. member's remarks, One
cannot move about the country and note
what is going on, without realising that there
iz far too much time and far too much
money being spent on luxuries and non-
essentials to the neglect of effort to increase
production. T realise that for anyone to
talk economy during war time is like a voice
eryving in the wilderness, but obvionsly ex-
lravagance in war fime is not the best poliey
for a country. Mr. Sommers made reference
to the subject of repatriation, and suggested
that the Government are econfining their
efforts on this question to setthng people
on the iand. T would remind hon. mem-
hers that that is the particular funetion
of the State Government under the repatria-
tion scheme; there are other matters prob-
ably, hul these are dealt with by the Federal
Government. Of course, it is realised to
be necessary that the State Government
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should ¢o-operate in every possible way, and
also the loeal aulhorities; but the time is
scarcely ripe to go into the details. The
Federal Government’s Repatriation Bill has
not vet heen passed, and no doubt it will be
circulated as soon as possible in order
that the State Governments and local
governing aunthorifies may have the fullest
possible details to enable them (o assist in
this great movement. So¢ far as the settle-
ment of returned soldiers on the iand is
concerned, 1 may say that a scheme was
practically completed by the late Minister
for Industries (Hon. J. Mitchell) before
Jeaving office. That scheme is being reviewed
by members of the Government and also by
a departmental board, and it is now praec-
tically complete. T hope to place the details
before hon. membhers before this session
closes, probably to-morrow,

Hon. A. Sanderson interjected.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I sub-
mit that the hon. member has a very incom-
plete knowledge of the scheme. Mr. Mitchell
did not contemplate sending returned soldiers
anywhere where they did not want to go.
His scheme contemplated making available
the widest possible selection to lhe returned
soldiers. and Nornalup was merelv an in-
cident in the scheme,

Hon. A. Sanderson: There was no com-
pulsion?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No
compulsion whatever. Reference has also
been made in the course of the debate to the
repurchased estates. Under the Act passed
last session it will he possible for the land
in the repurchased estates to be made avail-

able for use by returned soldiers. The
scheme has not vet been finalised. A board

has been appointed departmentally, one of
whose duties is to ascertain exactly what
Iand is available and where it is available.
If necessary, although the Government hope
that the necessity will not arise, provision
is made for the further repurchase of estates
for settlement of returned soldiers. But
the scheme 13 not one setting apart parti-
cular localities for returned soldiers. I
helieve that when the details of the seheme
are placed hefore hon. members they will
agree that it is a generous scheme. Care
will be faken to see that retnrned soldiers
are adapted to the work npon which they

161

will be engaged. A second hoard has been
appoinled for the purpose of investigating
the question of the suitableness of returned
soldiers for certain occupations. 1 agree
fully with the remarks which have been
made by several hon. members that only a
small percentage of our returned men will
zo on to the land, and that it is necessary
that everything possible should he done lo
extend all our existing induslries and to
creafe new ones,in orvder that these men may
be absorbed into the industries of the coun-
try. It is certain that the searcity of ship-
ping, which will continue for a long time after
fhe war, and this—as eompensation for its
many drawbacks—wil lave a consideruble
effect in arding us to build up our local in-
dustries because we shall be forced to make
certain things for ourselves for which pre-
viously we depended on importation. 1
have no doubt that so long ns the Govern-
ment do all they ean to stimulate industries,
and so long as the people put forth an ener-
aetic effort to assist, we shall be able to es-
tablish new industries and to moke those al-
ready established larger. In this connection,
I listened with considerable interest to the
speech of Mr. Stewart, particularly his re-
marks on educsation as affecting the question
of agrieullural and indusirial develop-
ment. As  members are aware, a
committee is at present inquiring in-
te this matter, comprising professors
of the TUniversity, a representative of
the Education Department, a representa-
tive of the Agricultural Department, and a
practical farmer. This committee is col-
lecting information from all parts of the
Commonwealth and other parts of the
world with a view to seeing what we can do
towards making our edueation system, prim-
ary, seeondary and university, of zreater
practieal use to the different industries of
the State. To my mind, co-operation he-
tween secience and industry is a matter of
supreme importance. We have to face the
fact that when this war is over there will be
great need for effort in every avenue of em-
ployment and for effort towards inereased
production. And when we realise the greatly
increased burden which will be placed on
industry by reason of the higher interest
and the higher cost of money added to the
higher wages—and no one wants to see
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wages reduced or the standard of eomfort of
the community reduced—the only way we
can do this is by having the best possible
methods and the highest possible efficieney
amongst our workers. It is for this reason
that I eontend the aetion of the Government
can be justified in increasing at the present
time the vote on education. Mr. Stewart re-
ferred to the faet that in the Imperial Par-
liament this year, notwithsianding the enor-
mous taxation which the British people have
to bear, the education vote was increased by
no less a sum than four millions. He might
have gone further and told the House that
practically the whole of that four million
pounds is devoled to inereasing the wages
and status of the school teachers. The as-
sumption is that only by that means can the
best minds be attracted to a profession, the
valne of which the people at home are only
Just beginning fo realise. That is only one
aspect. As soon as the war is over it is in-
tended by the Imperial Parliament to extend
the edueational system very largely. For
instance, the compulsory standard is to be
increased te 14 years. At present it is ir-
regular; in some parts of England it is 14
years, and in other parts the local aunthori-
ites, who have control, have fixed the age at
13. But even in those parts where the age
is 14, wide exemptions ave granted on the
ground of poverty and on the ground that
the children’s wages are required in order to
supplement the earnings of the home. And
‘it 15 the unanimous opinion of a very large
“departmental committee, whose report was
received with general approval, that those
exemptions must cease and ihat some other
means must he found to meet the poverty of
the parents, hecause it only perpetuates
poverty in foture generations te neglect
the education of the children. [t is
felt to be impraeticable to introduce this re-
form unti! after the war; and in addition it
is intended that children who leave sehool at
the age of 14 vears shall he compelled to at-
tend continuation classes for four hours per
week; and those four hours per week are
‘not to be tnken during the night time, when
the children are tired, but out of the time
for whieh they are paid by their employers.
To my mind, the best feature of this pro-
posal is that it received the approval of
praetieally all the employers who gave evi-
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dence. They are of opinion that it will pay
them to allow their employees off for four
hours per week for the purpose of attend-
ing continuation schools. If some such
scheme as this were adopted in Western
Australia, 1 feel sure it would not be many
yvears hefore we would see a very decided
improvement in the general standard of eduo-
cation, an improvement whieh would enable
our industries to bear the increased burden

of dearer money which will be with
us after the war. In this econnection
I should like to reter bhriefly to the

increased expenditure on eduncation, and to
point out that the cost of education in this
State is at the rate of £6 2s. 6d. per ehild.
The inerease in the number of scholars be-
tween the 30th June, 1916, and the 30th
June, 19417, was not less than 3,000. So that,
if the number of children is o inerease at
the rate of 3,000 per annum, it follows that
our edusation vote must wo up, apart from
any new enterprises of an educational char-
acter which may he undertaken, T should
also like to point out that the increased sal-
aries amount to £10,000 per annum, an in-
crense confined entirely to teachers in re-
ceipt of salaries of less than £204 per an-
nuw. I do not think any hon. member is
likely to object to such an inerease. So far
as the new departures in edueation are con-
cerned, the cost has been little indeed, and I
would like to point ouf to members that the
primary object has been an endeavour to give
to the country child the same facilities for
education as were formerly enjoyed only hy
the city child. We have in the metropolitan
area a number of very fine secondary schools.
The fees are moderate, and it is easy for
parents residing in the metropolitan area,
whose children can live at home, to get the
advantages of these schools. We have also a
modern school in the metropolitan area, and
we have a high school in Kalgoorlie. But up
to the present it has been impossible for any
country ehild to obtain education after at-
taining the age of fourteen years unless the
parents were able to pav the cost of sending
the child to the school. Consequently, I am
perfectly prepared to defend the action of
the Government in this respect. I say “the
action of the Government,” hecause it is not
the poliey of the Minister for Eduecation,
but a poliey which has been deliberately ap-
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Governinent, but also by flié’ présent Na-
tional Government, and a policy which was
emphasised by the Premier in his speech at
Moora the other day. This policy is to es-
tablish, where circumstances justify it, in
the conntry distriets high schools. Two have
been established—one at Northam and one
at Geraldton. 'Two more are to be estab-
lished at the heginning of next year—one at
Albany and one at Bunbury. In connection
with these schools scholarships are instituted
{o enable children of the small sehools in the
country districts to attend the district high
schools. It is hoped, by this means, at very
small expenditure to enable some four hun-
dred or five hundred eountry children whose
education would otherwise stop at fourteen
to carry it on to fifteen, sixteen, and seven-
teen vears of age By that means we shall
give something like fair play to the country
children. At the present time the cost of
education is spread over the people of the
whole State, but in the past the advantages
have heen too narrowly confined to those
who happened to live in the metropolitan
area. So that, apart from the increased ex-
penditure due to {he inerease in conseruence
of the larger number of scholars and the in-
erease of salaries of teachers receiving be-
low £204 per annum, praciically the whole
of the extra expense vn education has been
for the purnose of endeavouring to give to
the conntry children some of the facilities
which were previously confined entirely to
the eity children. 1t is a poliey which I and
every member of the Government are pre-
pared to jusiify at any time and in any
place, hecause, speaking of economy, we be-
lieve that the greatest economy which can
be effected is to save human material. We
believe that the greatest waste is to eduecate
all the children up to the age of fourteen
years and then turn them out to forget what-
ever they have learmed. While T would do
everything possible for the eity child, T ad-
mit that I bhelieve the country child is the
hest asset the State has. T believe that if the
matter is gone into exhaustively it will be
found that those children horn and reared
“#pear to Nature’s heart” invariably or al-
most invariably make the best men; that
thev are the material above all other—not-
withstanding Mr. Sanderson’s reference to
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“the dense bueolic intellect”—that we can-
not afford to see run to waste. Jr. Dodd
expressed his regret that the members of the
ofticial Labour party had not seen their way
clear fo join in the formation of the Na-
tional Government. 1 bave only to say
that they were invited to join, and that I
myself think it is a pity, in a time like this,
that all parties in a State like Western Aus-
tralia counld not agree to sink their differ-
ences and work together for the common
good. However, it is a matter eatirely for
each party, and if the official Labour party
think they can do better for the State of
Western Australian by refusing to join in
coalition with any other party, then it is
purely o matter for their own judgmeni.
If we are to be gnided by the debates nog
only in this Chamber but in another place,
we cannot but admif that the members of
the official Labour pariy who have spoken
are carnest in their endeavour fo assist the
Government in a very diffiendt and trying
period. Mr. Dodd made some reference to
a motion which he tabled during last ses-
sion in favour of an alteration in our rail-
way policy, an alteration which would have
the effect of making the whole of the in-
terest on the cost of construction a national
charge. There is a good deal to be said in
favour of that poligy, but it presents cer-
tain difficulties which 1 do not think have
been taken fully inte account by those whe
advocate it. To start with, it would mean
increasing direct taxation to the extent of
about £650,000 per annum. Our annual in-
terest hill on the railways is £630,000. and
if it were accepted, as a matter of poliey,
that the users of the railways should not he
required to find any portion of that money,
it wonld mean that in addition to taxation
wiich we bave to impose now in order to
bring the revenue nearer to the expenditure,
we should have to impose additional taxa-
tion yielding £650,000 annually. I do not
know tbat any scheme of taxing the land
henefited by the coustruction of the railways
would produce that sum of £650,000 with-
out doing an infinite amount of harm to the
industries in which that land js employed.
1t is also necessary to remember that our
railways pass through a good deal of use-
less land, which it would be quite impossible
to tax. Ro that, whilst admittine that many
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argumenis may be used in favour of the
suggestion put forward by Mr. Dedd, I
would point ont to him these practical diffi-
culties.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: There is a great deal
ol un. sed usetul land, too.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
is sume, but not a very great deal of, unused
useful land. 1f we were to start taxing the
land through which the railways passed in
order to make up this £650,000 per annum,
I think we should find ourselves placed in
a very difficult position indeed.  Refer-
ence has been made to the Esperance North-
wards railway. As is well kpown, I op-
posed the passage of the Bill for the eon-
struction of that railway; and I still thiok
it was a mistake, when we were already em-
barked upon the war, to pass the Bill and
to proceed to coustrmct the railway. How-
ever, the Government are bonnd by the de-
cision of the Royal Commission on Esaer-
ance lands. [ am not in a position to say
when it will be practicable to eonstruct that
line. [ do not know when we shall be able
to obtain the rails. But I do say, as I said
at the time the Bill was before the House,
that [ have always regarded the construe-
tion of a railway from Esperance to a point
gixty miles northwards as an entirely useless
proposifion. 1 said then that 1 hoped if
the Bill were passed it would not he long
before another Bill was passed to earry the
line vight through to Walgoorlie. 1T still
take up that atfitude. | maintain that that
is the only way to give the line some reason-
able chance of paying its way. If con-
strneted merely for a distanee of sixty miles
north of Esperance, the line would he a
very leavy hurden on the State, without
proving of much use to the producers of the
Esperance district. Cut off from their best
markei—-the goldfields—the Esperance pro-
ducers must inevitably fail, even if they
have a railway to their nataral port.

Hon. JJ. W. Kirwan: I am in agreement
with voun at last.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I am
mevely rereating the remarks I made a few
years ago, when the Esperance Railway
Bill was before the House, as the hon. mem-
ber will see if he looks up Hansard. T said
that if the Bill were passed I hoped there
would be no delay in puiting the railway
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right through to Kalgoorlie. There is no in-
congistency, therefore, in what 1 say now.,

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: But you said that
the Government were hound by the veport
of the Royal Commission.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Quite
so. Unfortunately the report of the Royal
Commission does not enable us to obtain
the rails necessary to construet the line, I
repeat, 1 think it was a mistake to put the
line in hand at the thne it was begun. A
goud deal has been said about the high cost
of living and the matter of prices. T am
free to confess that 1 took a prominent
part in the rejection of The Control of
Trade in War Thwe Rill a couple of vears
ago. I think I was justified in the attitnde
I took up on that occasion. I am not going
to say that price fixing is altogether had.
We live in abnermal times, during
which it may occasionally be necessary to
do things that one would not think of doing
in peace time. But T am satisfied that as
a general principle price fixing is economi-
eally wrong and will not do any good, I
lhave read a good deal on the subject re-
cenily. A number of writers have heen ex-
amining the effeets of the two methods. The
German Government resorted, direcily after
the ontbreak of war, to rigid price fixing,
while the British Government relied mainly
upoen the law of supply and demand. So
far as T can see, the writers without exeep-
tion have come to the one conclusion—that
price fixing destroys its own object. The
effect of the law of supply and demand is
tlis: Priee fixing is chieflv required when
goods are in short supply and the price
must be fixed, in order to achieve what is
desirable from the price fixer's point of
view, at less than the goods would command
in the open market. By adopting that conrse
one removes on the one hand the necessity
for economy and on the other hand the en-
couragemnent of increased produetion. A
couple of years’ experience in hoth Ger-
many and Great Britain has convinced the
German people that there are very serious
difficulties in the principle of price fixing,
and has convinced the British people that
whatever price fixing one goes in for, one
must handle it very gently indeed, and that
one must take care on the one hand not to
destrov the insistence on economy which the
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law of supply and demand always imposes
and on the other hand not to destroy the
encouragement of produetion which the law
of supply and demand also invariably
affords. | say again that whilst I admit
there may he eases in which some control of
trade tn war fime is necessary, I believe that
price fixing will never serve a good object,
hecause it will not have the effect of bring-
ing about the economy that is necessary
when things are short, nor will it have the
effect of bringing about the increased pro-
duetion that alone can afford a permanent
remedy. Tt bas been suggested that there is
a close analogy between price fixing and the
awards of the Arbitration Court; but let
me remind hon. members that the Arbitra-
tion Court makes an award of a minimum
wagze and tells the worker, “When vour la-
hour is in demand you are eniitled to ask
for more.”” But the price fixing fixes a
maximnm price. It does not say to the
grower or producer, “When yonr things are
in short supply you are entitled to ask for
more.” It fixes a maximum price whieh the
wrower or producer must take when his
goods are in short supply; and, eenerally
speaking, it gives bim no assurance of get-
ting anything like that maximum price when
there is a superabundance of his produet.
I am prepared to admit that at the present
time something has been done in the way
of fixing a minimum price for wheat, and
that T believe it will have a good effect. But
1 certainly do not regard it as anything ex-
cept a temporary expedient; and I am sure
that directly normal freightage econditions
are restored it will be found entirely im-
possible fo fix a price for wheat in Aus-
tralia that is not governed hy the wvalue of
wheat in the markets of ihe world. I
would willingly be a party to the enact-
ment of any legislation which would
prevent the making of undue profits in
war time and 1 think the method which was
employed during the TFrench Revolution
with the profiteers, who were shortened by
& head, was really a very brutal but a splen-
didly efficacious way of dealing with people
who tried to” make improper profits ont of
the necessities of their eountry in war time,
But I am afraid that those who think they
are going to make living eheap by a whaole-
sale system of prige fising wonld find be-
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tore very long (hat they had done greater
harm than good hy wbat they attempted. I
have to make a brief reference to some
statements of Mr, Lynn in regard to pro-
motions in the police force. The hon. mem-
ber criticised the appointment as inspector
of Detective Serzeant Mann.  But the hon.
member seemed to overlook the f{aet that
Sergt. Mann was appointed, not an inspec-
tor in the uniform braneh, but an inspector
in the Criminal Investigation Department,
a foree in which be has served for nearly
20 years. 1 am inclined to think—and I
have made pretty exhausiive inguiries into
the matter—tliat Sergt. Mann was best
aualified for this particular promotion. He
has had a verv successful and a very dis-
tinzuished career, being the holder of the
King’s meial, which is granted for special
skill in the investigation of crime, and
whieh is issued in but very rare cases, and
is considered a high distinction.  Moreover,
1 thiok it is recognised in all services that
special promotion should be given where
special merit and ability are displayed. [
have no hestitation in saying that the pro-
motion was made in accordance with that
principle. But Mr. Lynns complaint
seemed to be ehiefly in regard to the pro-
motion of two second class sergeants as
first class sergeants; and on that matter he
made some very sweeping and very inac-
curate assertions.  He sald that all the
police inspectors from Albany to Gerald-
ton had been hrought to Perth at great
expense in urder to recommend two ser-
reants for a promotfion of sixpence per day.
Nouthing of the sort oecnrred. There 1s a
promation beard, provided for by regula-
tion, and this heard consists of the whole
of these inspectors. Their dufy was, not
merely to recommend these two sergeants
for promotion, hut to recommend for pro-
motion, as vacancies oceurred, thirteen
different officers in different ranks.  Mr.
Lynn’s complaint is that Sergt. Thomas and
Sergt. Lean were promoted as first-class
sergeants whereas another sergeant whom
he referred to, but not by name, was over-
looked, and the only reason he had for his
complaint was that this particular sergeant
was 10 years senior to Sergt. Lean. He
admits that Sergt. Thomas’ promotion was
a 2ood one, hut he says for his other ser-
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geant that he was, in point of serviee, 10

years senior fo Sergt. Lean. In this re-
gard Sergt. Lean was slightly senior to
Bergt. Thomas, and only four years junior
to the other sergeant. But the point is that
the promotions are not made entirely on
length of servicee In the police foree in
particular it would be impossible to regard
length of service as the one and only quali-
fication. The regulation reads—

Names' of candidates who are quali-
fied will be registered, and it does not
always follow that because a wan passes
a good examination he will make a cap-
able officer or N.C.0. A board consisting
ot distriet officers stationed between Ger-
aldton and Albany will sit in Perth as re-
quired and select in order of merit those
members who in their opinien shauld he
promoted, bearing in mind that effici-
ency in its truest sense must be their first
consideration.

Mr. Lyon’s charge is practically based on
this: that an officer who joined ihe foree in
1392, and who, therefore, has had 25 years
of service, was promoted to a first-class ser-
geant 1n preference to an officer who joined
the service m 188S, and who has, therefore,
had four yenrs greater service. The point
is that the selection is made by half a dozen
inspectors who have an exact knowledge of
all the qualifications of these men. They
make their selection, recommend to the
Commissioner, and the Commissioner passes
hig recommendation. As Minister control-
ling the I'olice Department I must say 1
find nol the slightest justification for in-
terfering with the decision of that board,
merely because one man has heen in the
foree four vears longer than another. This
board of inspectors say thal the 25-year
man is the hest man for the position, and
I think it would be ridieulous for me to set
myself up against the opinion of that board.
I also think it would be ridiculous to ask
the Public Service Commisssioner, who ean-
not possibly know anything about the guali-
fications of these men, to pronounce judg-
ment on the work of the board. The sys-
tem of a promotions board of this kind
is recogmised in the army, in the navy, and
in the police force elsewhere. This parti-
cular promotion is one very much prized
by membhers of the police foree, berause it
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is a step toward am imspectorship, and the
particular sergeant on whose behalf Mr..
Lynn spoke was not the only one who had
a good many friends trying to advanee his
cauge in this prometion. I was very glad
to know that the senior officers in different
districts were so well thought of by the peo-
ple of those districts. At the same time it
is necessary we should have discipline, and
I intend to resist, if it is persisted in, the
inotion asking that the confidential papers.
of all Lhese officers be placed on the Table
of the House. Unless Mr. Lynn makes ouwt
a very much stronger case than he did on
the Address-in-reply I hope lon. members,
in the interests of the discipline of the police
force, will not agree to the passing of the
motion. Mr. Cunningham made reference
to the question of recruiting. I do not know
that the hon. member is wise in laying too
much stress on the decision of the people on
the 28th Oectober. I think that those who
took a leading part in inducing the people
fo come to that decision received a very
rude awakening during the recent Com-
monwealth elections. I, for one, hope that
the Prime Minister—I do not know whe-
ther Mr. Cunningham has exaeily quoted
him—will not wait for some grave disaster
before taking steps which will allow Aus-
tralia to do its part folly in the prosecu-
tion of this war. T know that the recent re-
cruniting movement has not been entrely
suceessful. The fault I have to find with it
18 not so much that the numbers have mot
been produced as that recontly far too large
a proportion of married men with consider-
able families and heavy obligations are
going to the Front. Eventually we must
suffer for it, because we are sending the
wrong men, and it may yet become the duty
of this Government and of this Parliament
to' nssist the Commonwealth Govermment in
taking steps to secure the required mumber
of the right class of men, Incidentally, I[
may say that that was practically what
brought this National Government into ex-
istence. I do not intend to say anything
further in regard to finance. 1 discussed
this at some length on the Supply Bill, but
I repeat that the financial policy of this
Government is the same as that of the Min-
istry-that has jvst gone out of office. There
is this ‘difference: 1 hope this Government
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will have an opportunity and the power to
«carry their policy into effect, which the pre-
vious Government did not have. 1t will be
remembered that they had not a majority in
Parliament. They held office by wili of the
Country party, which at that time was not
prepared to accept its full responsibililies
and join the Government by including
one or mure of its representatives in the
Ministry.  The |retent National Govern-
ment hold ofliece by will of a considerabls
majority of the Assembly, and if their posi-
tion is confirmed at the fortheoming elec-
iions, they will have power to earry their
policy into eifect. The Liberal Government
had no power to do that, because they had
not a majority, and hon. members know the
conditions under which receent sessions of
Parliament have been carried on. Mr. San-
derson spoke a good deal on the question of
nnification. I do not intend to make refer-
<nce to that subject beyond this: whilst T do
not believe in unification, I feel that the spirit
of the Federal Constitution, from a finan-
cial standpoint, has not been carried into
effeet. It was never intended that the Fed-
eral Government should control the finan-
cial position as between the States and the
Commonwealth. Af the present {ime noth-
ing can be done, but after the war it will
be found necessary to arrive at an under-
standing in regard to finance as between
the Federal and State authorities.  The
hon. member also said we were all agreed on
the question of doing everything to win the
war. I wish I could think the whole of the
people of Western Australia were so
agreed. Only a little while ago I attended
a meeting at which a casual remark about
the necessity for winning the war, made by
the Archbishop of Perth—who lbad returned
from the trenches, who had lieen sub-
marined, and who therefore knew what he
was talking about-—was treated with shouts
of derisive langhter. Therefore, I am
afraid the whole of the people of Western
Australia are not as uranimous as I could
wish on this question of doing everything
possible to win the war. Tn reading the
newspapers we think one day that every-
thing is all right, but the next day we think
everything is all wrong. 1t seems highly
probable that the war will last a consider-
able time and that we shall have to make
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ereater sacrifices than we have made in the
past. It is our hope that by sinking minor
differences we shall do better than we have
done hitherto, and it is to this end that the
National Government have been brought into
being. 1 desire to thank hon. members for
the generally favourable reception they have
given Lo the National movement.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILLS (4)})—FIRST READING.

1. Melville Tramways Aet Amendment,
2. University Act Amendmeni.

3. War Counci! Aet Amendment,

4. Licensing Act Amendment Act Con-

tinuance.
Received from the Assembly.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
(KING’S PARK).

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebaich (East) [8.29] in
moving the second reading said : This

is a very short Bill. Tts object is to
cffect an exchange of land between the
King’s Park Board and the University. For
some time past the King’s Park Board has
had this matter under consideration, par-
ticularly with a view to endeavouring to
improve the approach to the Crawley en-
trance to NKing’s Park. The opportunity
for improvement to this approach arose
when it was discovered that the King’s Park
Board had a hlock of land of practically the
same size as the University bloek which had
previously interfered with the making of a
satisfactory approach to the park. It is
consirlered that this better approach is neces-
sary in the inlerests of safety, as well as
for an improvement in the appearance of
the park approaches. There is another
reason for the Bill, and that is that the land
which the University owns on that partien-
lar spot is not of nearly so much value to
the University as the block owned by the
King’s Park Board a little forther along
the road towards Crawley. The area of
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each of the blocks is about the same, namely.,
a little over three acres. At the same time
this Bill provides for the closure of that
pertion of the Govermment read frontine
Lot 127, in order that this new approach
may be made. Lot 132 referred to will then
be exciced from the Board's reserve and
handed over to the University, and that see-
tion of the Government road fronting Lol
127, at present owned by (he University, will
be included in the King’s Park Board re-
gserve.  When i(his necessary exchange of
ground has heen effected the construetion of
a new drive and a new entrance fo the park
will he a matter for the King's Park Board.
The yroposed exehange has been considered
by both the University authorities and the
King's Park Board, and hoth are anxions
that it should be effectel. I move—
That the Bill be
time.
Question put and passed.

now read a second

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee.

Ml passed throurh Commiittee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adoprted.

House adjourned at 8.34 p.m.
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PAPERS PRESENTED,
By the 8;eaker: Report of Auditor Gen-
eral for the year ended 30th June, 1916.

By the Premier: 1, Royal Commission on
the Agricultural Industry, interim report.
2, Returned Soldiers and Sailors’ Settle-
ment Scheme.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws re-
laling 1o motor and vehicular traffie of
the municipalities of Perth, Claremont, and
Fremantle.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—PRESEXNTA-
TIOX.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 desire to inform the
House (hat T have to-lay prezented the
Address-jn-reply to His Excellenev the Gov-
ernor, and that I have received the follow-
ing-—

Mr. Speaker aod hon. members of the
Legislative Assembly: In the name and
on behalf of His Most Gracious Majestv
the King, I thank you for your address.
SBigned, William Grey Ellison-Macartney,
Governor.



